
81

Religion and “Americanization”: 
An International Conference 

Signs of Ukraine’s diverse religious

landscape are everywhere in Kyiv.  On an

average weekend, hundreds of religious

groups hold meetings in Kyiv: several

people gather in a house church or 10

thousand assemble for the meetings of

Pastor Sunday Aledjah’s Embassy of God

Church of All Nations.  Among the most

influential of these religious groups have

been those with American roots, such as

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day

Saints, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and dif-

ferent charismatic groups. At a confer-

ence organized by the Fulbright Program,

scholars from five countries set out to

explore this phenomenon and measure its

impact on Ukraine and on Europe.

The conference “Exporting Religion,

Translating Belief: Exploring American

Religions in Europe” was the result of col-

laboration among different organizations

and individuals.  Sponsored by Fulbright

and the Public Affairs Section of the U.S.

Embassy and the National University of

Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, the conference

brought together scholars from the

Department of Religion at the Institute of

Philosophy, National Academy of

Sciences, Odesa National University,

Ukrainian Catholic University, and Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy.  Foreign participants

came from the University of Utah (USA),

the University of Madrid (Spain),

Kaliningrad State University (Russia), and

Aristotle University (Greece). 

A
 C

h
u

rc
h

 i
n

 P
o

lt
a

v
a

Amy Frykholm and Serhiy Holovashchenko

moderating the conference 

“Exporting Religion, Translating Belief: 

Exploring American Religions in Europe”


