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Environmental Studies
May 20-21, 2004

May 20-21, 2004, over 30 participants

throughout Ukraine gathered in Lviv for

the first Ukrainian Area and

Environmental Studies seminar “Pathways

to Sustainable Development in the

Ukrainian Carpathians: Skolivs’ky Beskydy

National Nature Park — A Case Study”

sponsored by the  Fulbright-Ukraine

Program and funded by the U.S.

Department of State. The objectives of the

seminar were to review interdisciplinary

ecological and socio-economic problems in

Ukraine’s regions (the Carpathian region is

this case) based on principles of sustain-

able development. Participants also want-

ed to see how this type of fieldwork could

be incorporated into classroom study.

The seminar covered a number of

issues: protecting biological diversity in

the Carpathian region; preservation of cul-

tural diversity in the region; collaborative

stewardship and options for sustainable

use of natural resources; green tourism in

national parks; recreational potential; and

what universities could do to train cadres

that could cope with these problems.

Participants included economists,

foresters, journalists, environmentalists

and others interested in sustainable

development, eco-tourism and natural

resource management in rural Ukraine.

The group travelled together to the

Skolivs’ky Beskydy National Nature Park

(SBNNP) in the Beskydy mountains

approximately 90 km south of Lviv to see

examples needing work in this new

national park. SBNNP is an example of

natural landscapes, traditional land use

and valuable historical and cultural

objects of the indigenous Boyko culture.

However,  increasing exploitation of natu-

ral resources and unregulated recreation-

al development is out of balance with the

ecosystem and leads to environmental

deterioration.

Following lectures at Skole,  the group

spent the night in a rustic Boyko village

before a trip across rugged terrain in the

heart of the park. From the ridges and val-

leys participants could see examples of

inappropriate land use, pollution, poor for-

est health, timber harvesting, erosion, and

the general lack infrastructure for

tourism and forest stewardship. This was

a good opportunity to participate in a

collaborative workshop outside the con-

fines of a classroom or conference hall

setting — an opportunity to get out into

the field and work on issues important

to Ukraine’s environmental health and

economic well being.
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