
On May 20-21, 2004 the Fulbright

Program in Ukraine and the  Mykolayiv

Petro Mohyla State University of

Humanities sponsored an international

conference “Ethics in Education”. The con-

ference sought to identify the means and

conditions for developing better ethical

awareness of future Ukrainian university

professionals and focused the attention of

educators and citizens on ethics in acade-

mia. More than 50 professionals from

Ukraine, the U.S. and Switzerland took part

in the conference. Ukraine was represented

by faculty, students and administrators

from Donetsk, Ivano-Frankisvk, Kyiv,

Mykolayiv, Odesa, Kharkiv and Kherson.

There were over 200 attendants at the ple-

nary sessions, while attendance at working

sessions, some held simultaneously, ranged

between 20 and 40 participants.

Participants of the section on “Ethical

Standards and Problems of University

Education in Ukraine Today” concluded that

ethical standards of education in Ukraine

are quickly undergoing substantive change
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in which both positive and negative ten-

dencies are cvident.  For example, educa-

tion has lost some of its prestige among

many students who are pursuing education

only for the degree.  This has raised several

ethical problems, primarily an increase in

academic dishonesty. An opposite trend

shows that a new and younger generation

is demonstrating a pragmatic thirst for

knowledge that reguires real learning and

cannot be quenched by official transcripts. 

Participants of the section on “Academic

Honesty and its Role in Society” identified

causes of dishonesty including:

• Tradition, which includes a legacy with-

out freedom in a totalitarian past

•Absence of legal and organizational pre-

ventive methods against plagiarism and

copying  

•Overworked teachers and students (aca-

demic work loads include up to 

12 subjects a semester)

• Ease of information access via the

Internet and absence of control by

teachers

O
p

e
n

in
g

 o
f 

th
e

 C
o

n
fe

re
n

ce
 o

n
 E

th
ic

s 
a

n
d

 E
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
, 

P
e

tr
o

 M
o

h
yl

a
 U

n
iv

e
rs

it
y 

in
 M

yk
o

la
y

iv
  


