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Lyudmyla Baysara,

Associate Professor of

Dnipropetrovsk National

University, was a Fulbright

scholar in residence in 2001 at

the University of Utah, Salt

Lake City, the very pictur-

esque venue of the 2002

Olympics. She worked on a

project aimed at changing

obstacles into opportunities

by means of multiple intelli-

gences. Lyudmyla visited

many schools and colleges

while in the USA as she pre-

pared a course of  lectures on

“Multiple Intelligences

Theory in Language

Teaching.” She also has pub-

lished an article in the U.S.

and submitted materials on

the topic of research to three

conferences: TESOL in the

U.S., LATEUM in Moscow, and

the Kyiv International

Relations Institute.

Lyudmyla is planning to pub-

lish her findings as a sepa-

rate manual for students and

school teachers and stays in

touch with her American uni-

versity. 

As Lyudmyla jokes, nothing

out of the ordinary happened

to her in the U.S. except for

cases  like taking the wrong

bus and hearing the driver

say “Don’t worry, that’s how

people  learn.“
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Lyudmyla Baysara with Mrs. Harriet

Fulbright among other Fulbrighters 

Oleksandr Biriukov with the 

Honorable John Herbst, 

U.S. Ambassador in Ukraine

Oleksandr Biryukov,

Associate Professor of the

Institute for Foreign Relations,

Kyiv Taras Shevchenko National

University, spent the 2000-

2001 academic year researching

free market commercial and

private international law at New

York University’s School of Law.

His busy year included partici-

pation in the Bankruptcy

Judges National Conference in

Boston, and visits to the

Harriman Institute at Columbia

University and Golden Gate

University, where he spoke at

the annual Fulbright

International Law Symposium.

In addition to establishing pro-

fessional contacts and observ-

ing the  latest American

approaches to teaching law,

Olena Boryak

Senior Research Fellow at the

Maksym Rylskyi Institute for

Art Studies, Folklore and

Ethnology Olena Boryak’s

2001-2002 Fulbright experi-

ence took her to rural

Charlottesville, Virginia—

home of Thomas Jefferson

and the University of Virginia

which he founded in 1825.

As a guest of the Department

of Slavic Languages and

Literatures, Olena’s research

focused on traditional female

roles in society, specifically

the ritual and mythology of

midwives.  Olena’s scholarly

output during this time was

outstanding. She presented

papers at Harvard University,

the University of Kentucky,

Roanoke College, and at the

annual meetings of the

AAASS in Washington D.C.

and the Southern Conference

on Slavic Studies in Daytona

Beach, Florida.  During the

year her work was published

in The Journal of Slavic and

East European Folklore,

Midwifery Today, Socium:

Almanac of Social History,

Mifologiia i Religiia v Sisteme

Kul’tury Etnosa, and Boletin

del Colegio de Sonora.

Olena’s Fulbright experience

continues to bear fruit. Her

to Charlottesville.  On the

journey home, she  left her

passport on the flight from

Virginia.  It just goes to show

that even super-productive

Fulbright scholars can be

human too.

Oleksandr completed a number

of articles for publication in

English and signed a contract

with an American publisher for

a forthcoming book, The Legal

System and Law in Ukraine

(title translated from Ukrainian

by the author). Oleksandr

remains in contact with col-

leagues at NYU and many other

institutions. “I consider these

contacts the most valuable part

of the program,” he says.  He

adds that his trip to the United

States caused him to reevaluate

many of his attitudes toward

teaching and research and he

now finds himself attracted  to

interdisciplinary research that

focuses on the areas of  law,

sociology, philosophy of  law,

history of society, and compara-

tive analysis in culture and  law.

Oleksandr’s future plans include

inviting his American col-

leagues to Ukraine to guest lec-

ture and collaborate on joint

research projects.

A unique part of Oleksandr’s

American experience involved

his daughter’s experiences

while attending a typical

American school.
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Oksana Borysenko

Associate Professor of Donetsk

State University, spent the

spring semester of 1998 on a

Fulbright Fellowship at the

University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign.  During

her appointment to the depart-

ment of English as an

International Language (one

of the strongest EFL/ESL pro-

grams in the United States),

she researched methodologies

of teaching English to  law stu-

dents.  Her work involved

extensive classroom observa-

tions, consultations with

teachers, and participation in

conferences and seminars.

Since returning to Ukraine,

Oksana has introduced changes

Tamara Denysova

Senior Research Fellow of the

Institute of Literature,

National Academy of Sciences

of Ukraine, spent her 1995

Fulbright year at the University

of California at Riverside,

researching the history of 20th

Century American literature.

Tamara met with professional

colleagues also at George

Washington University, UCLA

and Harvard.  Her fellowship

allowed her to compile a bibli-

ography and to obtain texts

and  literary critiques unavail-

able in Kyiv and Moscow.  

Results of Tamara’s research

include her Ukrainian text-

book History of American

Literature of the 20th Century

(Kyiv, 2002) 

(title translated from

Ukrainian by the author).

Tamara stays in touch with

her host American institu-

tion and scholars in the U.S.  

Tamara’s colleagues in

Riverside can credit her for

teaching them that:

1)their city has public trans-

portation, and 

2)you can actually survive

without a car in an American

city.  

Tamara says, “I was a pioneer

of public transport in our

department!”  She also

remembers the memorable

experience of walking to

work through citrus orchards,

and the benefits of conduct-

ing research in a  library that

was open into the small

hours of the night.

in teaching English at the

National University in Donetsk.

She founded the Student

Debate Club and organized an

annual “English Only Day”

when students and teachers

speak exclusively in English.

The  list of Oksana’s scholarly

articles, conference presenta-

tions, and published training

materials covers several pages.

Her  latest project, in collabora-

tion with the British Council of

Ukraine, is a National

University ESP Curriculum

Development initiative.

While in the United States,

Oksana was kept on her toes by

unexpected occurrences —

some  less amusing than oth-

ers.  She recalls, for example,

the morning that steam in her

bathroom set off the smoke

alarm directly over head, send-

ing a shriek that frightened

her “almost to death.”

Svitlana Chuhu

Associate Professor of

Vinnytsia Pedagogical

University, spent her Fulbright

fellowship during the fall

semester of 1998 at the

University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign.  Her

research on English as a

Foreign Language (EFL) and

English as a Second Language

(ESL) was titled TESOL

Ukraine: Current

Socioeconomic Constraints vs.

Perspectives of Building

Professional Bridges in the

Geographic Region and

Worldwide.  Her research

results include new adminis-

trative methods in her depart-

ment, designing and publish-

ing new instructional materi-

als, and workshops and in-

service trainings for TESOL

instructors and administrators

from Ukrainian universities

and institutes.

Svitlana continues to work on

EFL methodology and linguis-

tics, particularly in  new mate-

rial design and implementa-

tion.  As a familiar face and

willing contributor to

Fulbright alumni conferences,

she is particularly sought out

for her  considerable expertise

in educational reform.
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Pennsylvania State University,

was home to chipmunks, squir-

rels, “marvelous combinations

of trees” — and a superb

library in which to conduct

scholarly work.  Olha’s research

on national identity as self-

determination of personality

led to the publication of more

than 20 scholarly articles, as

well as her 2001 book

Metaphysics of the Human Body

(title translated from

Ukrainian by the author).  In

addition to her work at the

University Park campus she

also delivered  lectures at Penn

State — Harrisburg.

Olha’s activities as a

Fulbrighter have far from

diminished since her return

home.  Now, as President of

the Fulbright Association of

Ukraine, she devotes her tire-

less energy and unique skills

to help returning scholars

implement their new skills and

knowledge in the Ukrainian

context.  She is an invaluable

resource to the Fulbright

office in Kyiv and to the fami-

ly of Fulbright alumni

throughout Ukraine.

When asked to describe a

unique experience from her

time in the United States, Olha

jokes, “The very unusual expe-

rience for me as a Ukrainian

scholar was stable work in

good conditions.”

Olha Homilko

In the words of Olha Homilko,

Senior Research Fellow of the

Institute of Philosophy,

National Academy of Sciences

of Ukraine, her 1998-1999

Fulbright was spent “in the

middle of nowhere — in the

positive sense.”  This middle

of nowhere, also known as

Ihor Halaychuk

Associate Professor at the

Ternopil State Medical Academy,

was a guest of the University of

Pittsburg Medical Center during

his 1999-2000 Fulbright

Fellowship.  The focus of his

work was oncology as a general

subject for medical students

and nurses.  Ihor also visited

the Division of Colon and Rectal

Surgery at the University of

Minnesota Medical School, the

National Cancer Institute (NCI)

in Bethesda, Maryland, the

National Marrow Donor

Program Coordinating Center in

Minneapolis, and the Mayo

Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.

He was also able to attend

scholarly conferences, including

the 33rd Annual Meeting of the

American Association for

Cancer Education, the

Chemotherapy Foundation

Symposium, and the 91st

Annual Meeting of the

American Association for

Cancer Research.  Ihor’s recent

publications include a textbook

for clinical oncology as well as

many articles, one of which

appeared in 2000 in the

Journal for Cancer Education,

the official journal of the

American and European

Associations for Cancer

Education.

Ihor Halaichuk with Prof. Michael Lotze 

Tetiana Horbachenko

During her Fulbright

Fellowship from 1998-1999,

Tetiana Horbachenko,

Professor of Kyiv Taras

Shechenko National

University, studied   library

management at one of

America’s leading institutions

in this field — the Mortenson

Center for Library and

Information Studies at the

University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign.  In addi-

tion to daily interactions with

professors and library scien-

tists, Tetiana attended a

national conference of librari-

ans in Chicago.

Back in Ukraine, Tetiana pub-

lished more than 20 scholarly

works and has applied herself

to sharing her new skills with

librarians and academic

libraries throughout the

country.  She remains in

close contact with colleagues

at the Mortenson Center in

Illinois, including the Center’s

Director, Dr. Marianna Tax

Choldin.

Tetiana’s journey to the United

States was complicated by a

small accident prior to depar-

ture — a broken   leg!  She

reports an outpouring of assis-

tance while in the United States

to overcome her problems.  And

we all thought “break a  leg” was

just an expression...

Ukrainian Fulbright Alumni



Olena Ivanova

Head of the Psychology

Department at Kharkiv

National University, is a rare

two-time Fulbright grantee.

Her first tour in the United

States (1998-1999 at

Washington University in St.

Louis), involved research on

psychological aspects of

human rights.  Her second trip

(2002-2003), took her to the

nation’s capital, where she

conducted research at the

Center for Holocaust Studies

at the United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum.  During

this second Fulbright grant,

Olena worked with Dr. Wendy

Lower, an expert on the

Holocaust in Ukraine. Olena’s

experiences in America

included visits to the

legal theory, and attended

courses covering these top-

ics.  Part of his goal was to

identify means of adapting

the achievements for Western

philosophy to Ukrainian real-

ities. Upon returning to

Ukraine, Volodymyr published

many articles stemming from

his research, but the most

significant product of his

Fulbright experience is his

textbook, Philosophy of Law.

History and Modernity (Kyiv,

2003). Volodymyr keeps in

contact with colleagues in

Michigan and serves as a

conduit for information and

publications he receives from

the United States to donate

to the  library at his home

institution. However, not all

was smooth sailing in

America.  During a bus trip

from Ann Arbor to Golden,

Colorado (home of the

Colorado School of Mines),

Volodymyr and his wife

missed their bus and it took

a very expensive three hours

to catch up.  Volodymyr notes

that their rendezvous with

the bus driver was particular-

ly memorable. No doubt!

Department of Anthropology.

She also guest lectured at Berks-

Lehigh Valley College and the

Ukrainian Catholic University

Center in Philadelphia. Outside

the classroom, Olha’s work was

no  less prolific.  Together with

Dr. Michael Naydan she com-

piled a prize-winning bilingual

anthology of 20th Century

Ukrainian poetry (A Hundred

Years of Youth: A Bilingual

Anthology of 20th Century

Ukrainian Poetry), held several

interviews with translators of

Ukrainian  literature into

English, gave an interview to

Israel Kleiner of Voice of Ame-

rica on Ukrainian literature and

its reception in the United

States, and participated in

numerous conferences—among

them the Fulbright Visiting

Scholars Conference and the

18th Annual Conference on

Ukrainian Studies at the

University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign. Now back in

Ukraine, Olha’s pace hasn’t slack-

ened.  A regular contributor to

Ukrainian academic conferences

and journals, Olha’s latest accom-

plishment is the book titled

Dialogical Nature of Literature:

Essays in Literary Criticism and

Translation Studies, published in

2004 by UCU Press in Lviv.

University of California at San

Diego, Yale University,

Charlottesville College

(Virginia), and the

Massachusetts Institute of

Technology.  Among her per-

sonal accomplishments she

lists developing a multidisci-

plinary approach to the study

of human rights and the

Holocaust,  learning about

American intellectual

approaches to her fields of

interest, and becoming famil-

iar with the Holocaust

Museum’s educational activi-

ties and exhibitions. In

Ukraine, Olena has shared

with colleagues the scientific

and cultural knowledge she

brought back from the United

States.  She incorporated new

data and methodologies into

her courses and published a

long   list of articles and book

chapters. Olena cites a deep

appreciation for the Fulbright

experience and the ongoing

contacts it affords her in the

rich community of Ukrainian

Fulbright alumni.

Olha Luchuk

Head of the English Department,

Ukrainian Catholic University,

wore many hats during her 1999

Fulbright stint at Pennsylvania

State University where she

focused on the reVepVLst)’VCVLon )’AVofshe
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Maryna Naboka

Senior Research Scholar of

the Radioecological Center,

National Academy of Sciences,

conducted her 2001-2002

Fulbright Fellowship at the

University of South Carolina’s

School of Public Health in

Columbia.  Her research

focused on connections

between child morbidity and

multifactor pollution on sites 

of ecological accidents.

Maryna worked closely with

the deans of both the School

of Public Health and the

School of the Environment.

Maryna’s placement was par-

ticularly opportune for a num-

ber of reasons, among them

the strength of South

Carolina’s School of Public

Health (one of only 33 accred-

ited programs in the country),

the relative proximity to the

Center for Disease Control in

Atlanta, and the relevance of

Maryna’s research on

Chornobyl due to a radiation

accident at a nuclear power

station in South Carolina.  One

of Maryna’s most significant

contributions to her host

institution was sharing infor-

mation with American col-

leagues about the potential

increase in non-cancer child

morbidity following

Chornobyl-type accidents.

Maryna grew professionally in

the areas of statistical analy-

sis and computer research

techniques, and has since

shared this knowledge with

her colleagues in Ukraine.

While she continues to collab-

orate with American scholars,

one of whom visited Ukraine

in December, her research has

taken a new direction, namely

the study and analysis of

groundwater in Ukraine.  The

first book from this research

has already been sent to press.

Beyond her scholarly pursuits

in South Carolina, Maryna

appreciated the opportunity

to experience life in a richly

diverse part of America.  She

expresses particular fascina-

tion with learning English in

an environment where

African-American influence on

the language has been so

strong.

Lyubov Pivneva

Professor of  Kharkiv State

Pedagogical University, spent her

1996 Fulbright grant at the

University of Maryland in College

Park, teaching a course on the

political and social institutions

in Ukraine.  Lyubov’s university

visits included Georgetown,

Harvard, Columbia, and the

University of Southern Maine.

She attended two national con-

ferences in Washington and New

York where she participated in

discussions concerning the prob-

lems of nationalities.

In the eight years since her

return to Ukraine, Lyubov has

shared her academic and cultur-

al knowledge with many col-

leagues and students. She con-

tinues to hone her understand-

ing of Ukraine’s social and polit-

ical institutions, even as she

has embarked on new scholarly

interests, including the democ-

ratization and humanization of

higher education in Ukraine and

the social and political prob-

lems of higher education in the

United States.  

Lyubov regularly publishes in

Ukrainian, Russian, and English.

She is an active contributor to

Fulbright alumni activities in

Ukraine and has watched with

interest as this group of “highly

intellectual and knowledge-

able” scholars has grown.

Yuriy Posudin

Head of the Biophysics

Department, National

Agrarian University, studied

spectroscopic approaches to

environmental pollution con-

trol during his 1996 Fulbright

to the University of Georgia.

There, Yuriy collaborated with

scholars and used the

resources of the Driftmier

Engineering Center and the

Departments of Biological

and Agricultural Engineering,

Food Science, Veterinary

Medicine, Chemistry, and Soil

Physics.  In addition to his

research, Yuriy delivered a

series of  lectures on topics

which included environmen-

tal pollution control,  the

aftermath of Chornobyl, 

and others. Yuriy’s Fulbright

grant was a springboard for

several publications, includ-

ing Spectroscopic Monitoring

of Agrosphere (Kyiv, 1998),

Lasers in Agriculture (Oxford,

1998), Physics and Biophysics

of Environment (Kyiv, 2000),

and Methods for Measuring

Environmental Parameters

(Kyiv, 2003). When Yuriy tells

friends and colleagues that

he and his wife spent their

Fulbright year in Athens, he

quickly has to clarify that

there is a second Athens (in

Georgia) which is only slight-

ly less famous than the first.

He was amazed when a letter

addressed Yuriy Posudin,

Driftmier Engineering Center,

University of Georgia, Athens,

Greece actually arrived to

him in the United States!

Professor Stanley Kays (left) from the

University of Georgia and Fulbrighter

professor Yuriy Posudin (right) from

the National Agricultural University of

Ukraine in front of Medical College in

Augusta, Georgia.  

Ukrainian Fulbright Alumni
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Yuriy Shepetukha

Texas A&M University hosted

Yuriy Shepetukha, Senior

Research Fellow at the

International Study Center of

Information Technologies and

Systems during his 1999

Fulbright fellowship in the

United States.  His research

project was titled The

Elaboration of Option

Generation Methods for

Managerial Decision-Making.

Scholarly accomplishments

for this period include devel-

oping strategy generation

procedures for selection

problems under conditions of

partial information and

becoming more familiar with

modern approaches to teach-

ing courses such as Decision

Support Systems and

Management Information

Systems at both undergradu-

ate and graduate levels.

Yuriy took advantage of the

1999 Fulbright Scholar

Conference in Washington,

D.C. to visit George

Washington and Georgetown

Universities, and to make

lasting contacts with

Fulbright scholars from other

countries. Yuriy’s recent

scholarship in Ukraine

includes two articles in

Cybernetics and Computing

(Kyiv, 2002 and forthcoming),

as well as scores of innova-

tive materials for presenta-

tions and lecturing.  Yuriy

considers his Fulbright expe-

rience “one of the most inter-

esting and valuable periods

[in my] academic career and

life as a whole.”  The

Ukrainian scholars and stu-

dents who come into contact

with him and benefit from his

expertise can testify to this

fact as well. 

Anatoliy Rusnachenko

Professor of Political Science

at the International Christian

University, conducted research

at Columbia University’s

Harriman Institute during his

2001-2002 Fulbright

Fellowship.  Anatoliy writes

that New York City was an

ideal place for him to experi-

ence  life in the United States,

as the city is both “a cross-

roads of the world, but at the

same time a concentration of

American civilization”. The

subject of his research at

Columbia focused on method-

ological and conceptual prob-

lems of 20th Century Ukrainian

history in an East-Central

European context.

Anatoliy also visited Harvard

University, participated in an

international scientific con-

ference on nationalities and

nationalism, and networked

with numerous scholars in his

field.  He completed one book

and two articles during his

tenure in the United States,

laying the research foundation

for additional works.  Anatoliy

also gathered materials and

developed a syllabus for a new

course. He actively con-

tributes to Fulbright events in

Ukraine and considers them a

valuable extension of his

American experience.

Yarolsav Shramko

Associate Professor of the

Philosophy Department,

Kryvyi Rih State Pedagogigal

Institute, spent the 1999-

2000 academic year at the

University of Indiana in

Bloomington. The title of his

project was Logic on the

American Plan: Its History,

Development and

Significance to Modern

Philosophical Thought.  His

research focused on develop-

ing a general theory of truth-

values to serve as an ontolog-

ical and semantic basis for

various philosophical concep-

tions, particularly modern

philosophical pluralism.

Yaroslav’s researched publi-

cations in Ukrainian, English

and Russian. Yaroslav

remains an active partici-

pant in Fulbright alumni

events and notes the many

positive benefits of net-

working with Fulbright

scholars from other years

and other institutions in

Ukraine.






