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Olena Fedyuk

spent 2001-2002 getting an MA in
Indigenous Nations Studies at the
University of Kansas. Below is the
description of the Program in her own
words.

The Center for Indigenous
Nations Studies (CINS) is an
outstanding program at the
University of Kansas. Unlike
many academic programs in the
U.S. it looks not only at Native
Americans but at Indigenous
peoples all around the world.
When telling people that |
majored in Indigenous Nations
Studies, they always ask if 1 did
my work in anthropology, histo-
ry or sociology. CINS embraces
a profoundly different
approach, however. It is part of
a quite new and hopefully
growing tendency in academia
in which instead of extrapolat-
edlearning about Indigenous
peoples, scholars, who often
themselves come from various
Indigenous backgrounds, incor-
porate knowledge, philosophies,
and values of their people into
Western academic discourse.
The program has four main
tracks: General Studies,
Museum Studies, Sovereignty
Development, and Linguistics
and Language Teaching. All
students are required to take
three core courses and a num-
ber of classes from each track.
The core courses (Indigenous
Peoples of the World, Issues
Facing Indigenous Peoples of
the Americas, and
Administrative Skills and
Leadership) cover major issues
of Indigenous peoples through-
out the world. The course on
the Americas involveslectures
by professors from linguistics,
education, literature, history,
and anthropology, each of
whom has two weeks to intro-
duce major aspects of his or her
discipline related to

Indigenous peoples. These
classes help students to
glimpse the general picture
outside their fields of interest
to better understand issues in
their fields, and to relate them
to policies towards Native peo-
ples. Such seminars are partic-
ularly enriching because in
addition to lectures each stu-
dent brings to the discussion
different perspectives from his
or her field.

By combining diverse perspec-
tives and points of view, CINS
students explore the different
situations of Indigenous peo-
ples around the world and learn
from the experiences of their
fellow students and instructors.
In many ways CINS is part of a
network which connects
Indigenous peoples of the
world and supports them
despite the regimes and politi-
cal structures of the countries
where they live. During the
five years of its existence, CINS
has established exchange pro-
grams with the University of
Oulu (Finland) and Newcastle
University (Australia) and is
working on a conference proj-
ect with a university in Peru.
The exchange program allows
teachers to visit and students
to take classes in any of these
universities. CINS is very open
to international experience and
has already hosted two
Fulbright students (a
Psychology student from the
Czech Republic and me) and a
visiting scholar from Japan.
CINS works closely with Haskell
Indian Nations University.
Students from these two insti-
tutions can take courses at
each other’s programs. Haskell
is a four-year college and CINS
is viewed as a logical continua-
tion on a Master’s Degree level.
CINS provides a wider range of
international issues facing
Indigenous peoples to the

experience offered by Haskell.
I see CINS as one of the first
examples of a new awareness in
academia to include contribu-
tions of Indigenous scholars
within the academic program.
CINS studentslearn how to be
active representatives of
Indigenous peoples in Western
society and how to help give
them adequate representation
in all aspects of modern life.
Instead of using academia as
an assimilation tool, CINS stu-
dentslearn to use and incorpo-
rate indigenous philosophies,
ways of life, values and per-
spectives into the Western
academy. As graduates work-
ing in their chosen fields
(museum studies, federal law,
rehabilitation programs for
indigenous languages and lit-
eratures, history, education,

etc.) they are a voice for
indigenous people. CINS stu-
dent projects are often related
to the needs of their communi-
ties or are aimed at improving
policies regarding native peo-
ples. Projects addressing lan-
guage rehabilitation and
rebirth, federal law, land and
resource issues, respectful
treatment of Native heritage in
museums, repatriation ques-
tions, and education of a Native
child help towards success in
the Western world and to pre-
serve self-respect and harmony
within cultural values and its
heritage. These projects are
aimed at changing Western aca-
demic and professional worlds
so that they will be ready to
incorporate and acknowledge
Indigenous peoples and their
ways of life.

CINS curricula, teacher profiles, and
fields of focus, can be viewed on the
CINS home page:
www.ku.edu/~insp/index.shtml

Olena Fediuk, A Fulbright Graduate Student (left), with two friends

110







