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I am hoping to complete a Master’s degree program in the United States in order to gain more proficiency in my major.  The objective of my studies is to learn more about access to official information, democratic standards in this realm, and the United States experience in creating and ensuring the functioning of open government. The research I would like to conduct will deal with legal mechanisms providing the right to access to official information in the US. The United States of America is considered a world leader in developing democratic standards of open and accountable government. For this reason I would like to gain more in-depth knowledge of the system in the US and would hope to apply such positive experience on my return to Ukraine. 
I am currently working for a human rights organization, the Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group (KhPG), which is closely engaged in addressing problems of freedom of expression in Ukraine. It has been monitoring relevant Ukrainian legislation and law enforcement practice over the last ten years and is presently cooperating with the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine in drawing up new legislation. I have endeavored to participate in all the activities of KhPG while working as a volunteer and this has contributed enormously to my understanding of the problem. 
It is now clear for me that the problem of freedom of expression in Ukraine is very complicated. Having looked at the opinion of experts, as well as on the basis of my own experience in this field, I can see that state policy regarding the access to official information lacks consistency. There is special legislation but it is not effective and does not make it possible to exercise the rights enshrined in the Constitution of Ukraine. The goal of my study is therefore to research various factors, which impact on the efficiency of legislation covering the right of access to official information, including information laws, institutional division of powers for providing checks and balances, the involvement of institutions of civic society in shaping the government informational policy. I hope that my research may be of benefit to this field and contribute to better understanding of the issues involved and also suggest new approaches for dealing with the problems. 
I would also like to learn more about the United States government policies affecting the flow of information. The US Constitution forbids abridging the freedom of speech, while most of the European Constitutions as well as international treaties, such as the 1950 European Covenant on Human Rights, provide a number of restrictions on it. Thus the US experience is of great interest for Ukraine, where the relevant legislation is in the making. 
The right of access to official information is based on the First Amendment which implies the idea of free society and public control over the authorities. For the United States, this issue seems to be vital judging from the number of the US Supreme Court decisions on the subject, such as New York Times Co. v. Sullivan (1964), New York Times Co. v. United States (1971), Gannet Co v. De Pasquale (1979) and many others. With references to authors of the Constitution Madison, Jefferson, Franklin; justices Hugo Black, William O. Douglas, Potter Stewart, Cox Broadcasting v. Cohn, William Brennan and others, one feels that American society views freedom of speech and of the press as crucial for the preservation of freedom as such. 

The Freedom of Information Act is among the main legal documents regulating issues of the open government. There are also plenty of normative legal documents on the subject, on federal and state level (State Sunshine Laws) providing clear criteria according to which information can be classified as secret, confidential or as forming part of a criminal investigation, as well as legal mechanisms for appealing such decisions of state officials. A key component for understanding United State policy in providing public access to official information is having the opportunity to become familiar with the texts of the legislation on which it is based. So my aim is to study such legislation as well as court decisions, executive actions and other means through which the United States conduct their policy in this sphere. These issues have of course become of special concern in the United States today in connection with the war on terrorism. I am deeply interested in the on-going discussion as to the balancing, through existing legal mechanisms, of citizens’ right to know and the government requirement to provide national security. 
But it will be difficult for me to learn all this material without special skills. As far as I know, there are special courses on conducting legal research as well as computer-assisted legal research in the United States universities. As for my study plans, I would like to take courses on human rights and comparative law in order to learn more about the particular features of various democratic countries and specific characteristics of new democracies which emerged on the post-totalitarian terrain. I would like also to take courses that specifically address Public Information Law in order to understand the ways in which the federal government generates and disseminates information, learn to use basic and specialized informational sources, such as Westlaw and LexisNexis, and learn more about a concept of “digital government.” 
My educational objectives in the US would be connected with my future career plans in academic work and in teaching. In the future I would like to deal with problems related to protecting human rights as well as shaping relations between the state and civic society on democratic principles. Luckily for this purpose my academic, scientific and professional background – studies in the National Law Academy which is considered one of the best law schools in Ukraine, carrying out research in human rights, work experience in Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group, knowledge of English will find their most appropriate application. Studies in the US would give me an opportunity to acquire more systematic theoretical knowledge and practical experience in my major which is not available in Ukraine. 
The research I am hoping to undertake when studying in an American university will be useful not only for my personal development and proficiency in my major. I intend to use the results of my work in the Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group where I believe it will have practical application in contributing to drawing up Ukrainian legislation and law enforcement practice. 
